Healthy connections: a relational model to extend primary care into the perinatal period.
The need for quality models of primary health care is evident. This article describes one urban pediatric hospital initiative that has extended primary care to the perinatal period. Through this well-established newborn intervention program, nurse practitioners use a relational approach to provide comprehensive, family-focused services from the time of birth until the first primary care visit. The program has greatly improved compliance with primary care in the first 4 months of life, reduced newborn emergency department visits, and documented both consumer and provider satisfaction.